PRESIDENT’S SPEECH GETOGETHER 09.

Welcome to our 35th Get Together.

Thank you to our politicians who are here this weekend, the Honorable Phillip Davis, Bill Sykes, Donna Petrovich, Bill Tilley, Sophie Mirrabella, Andrew McIntosh, and to each and every one of you – for showing your support and making the effort to be  here.  It’s your support that keeps the Mountain Cattleman’s Get Together – and the Association ALIVE. This is one of the greatest events to celebrate such Australian traditions and heritage.

The Mountain Cattlemen are internationally recognised as Australian icons, we have had a continuous connection with the Alps since the mid 1800’s. One of our most important symbols is our huts.  One of the most recognised is Craig’s hut- thanks to the movie we’re celebrating this weekend, it was burnt down in the 06 – 07 fires and has been rebuilt with much controversy.

There are many lesser known huts, the Bluff Hut on the Stoney family  run, which was also burnt down, is one.  I congratulate the Stoneys on leading the way in rebuilding it.  Their connection with this hut and the cattle run will always be part of the Stoney family’s soul.  Nothing, nobody, can take this from them.

So much history went up in flames when so many of our huts were reduced to ashes in the 2003 and 2006/07 fires.  But we are resilient and determined; Ropers Hut on the Bogong will also be re-opened later this month.

However, I find it ironic and a ridiculous situation  that Parks Victoria see fit to rebuild cattlemen’s huts to encourage tourism but they don’t want the cattlemen or their cattle on the mountains, even when science proves the benefits of alpine and bush grazing…………yet they are happy to use our history to chase the tourism dollar.

On the positive side: Parks Victoria have invited us to supply text for an information board along the Wallace’s Hut walking track -= we have to put our history out there otherwise in ten years time the bush walkers will have no idea of the grazing history that has been before them.  At least I suppose they’ll have new huts to stay in.

Speaking of bushfires, we have an ally in Professor Mark Adams who is conducting an independent study into water production in alpine areas in Canberra, NSW AND Victoria. He maintains that cattle grazing and low intensity fires help to increase water production in the catchments.  The cattlemen see his work as vital to our cause and we have pledged to donate $10,000 this year.  It is important work for all Australians.  But he needs $500,000 per year to continue his long term study – if anyone would like to donate to this fund please contact our secretary.

The Barmah Forest Cattlemen have shown what can be done with community support – they raised more than $100,000 and bought cattle which were driven into the Barmah Forest.  That’s a great community effort which showed how united they are.

We know that cattle grazing is a management tool for reducing hot wildfires. The Inquiry into the Impact of Public Land Management Practices on Bushfires in Victoria confirmed this, But didn’t recommend this to the Government. Why? We are a State run by a minority group of greens and unaccountable empire builders funded by taxpayers’ money.  Your money!

There is a State Election November 2010 – we have to keep letting our parliamentary members know how unworkable the boundaries of the grazing licences and the alpine national park are and remind them how unfair the situation is.

Many of our members have been reduced to unviable grazing numbers in the state forest areas which has basically made their activities more like a hobby.  We have to lobby our parliamentarians and find out who understands our situation and who’s with us so we can work towards getting cattle back to our traditional runs.

GETTING CATTLE BACK TO THESE TRADITIONAL RUNS – IS OF COURSE OUR ASSOCIATION’S LONG-TERM GOAL.

Just recently there has been a furore regarding the renaming of Mount Niggerhead near the Bogong High Plains.  Jack Hicks told me that the mountain was named by two stockmen in the mid 1800’s and I feel the renaming is just another way Australians are losing part of the cattlemen’s history.

The aboriginals have been invited to be on the management committees of public land including National Parks, if its management knowledge that’s warranted the Mountain cattlemen must not be over looked.  We have had a continuous connection with the High Country since the 1800’s; it’s part of our souls.  We want to look after it, for our children, and children’s children. It’s Australia’s heritage.

We have a new and improved website at mcav.com.au, and we now also have cowpad.info which is in answer to cowpaddock.com.au, a VNPA site which serves only to condemn Alpine Grazing.

The MCAV is in desperate need of your email addresses.  We would like to keep everyone informed about what’s happening within the Association and emails are the perfect way for us to do that.

Thankyou to Bruce and Debbie McCormack and their Get 
Together committee for the hard work and preparation that has been carried our here at Buttercup.  Initially there wasn’t enthusiasm for holding the Get Together on this side of the mountains because of the members low morale after being kicked out from the Alpine National Park and then the wild fire caused by government department’s mismanagement.

But a few strong characters took it on and look what they achieved.  This strength and attitude will be the factors that see our cattle grazing back in the National Park.

Thankyou everyone for being here and supporting the MCAV – be assured that we will need your continued help, particularly in the lead up to the next state election to regain our grazing rights and your heritage………

