Record crowd gathers to the fray

The stars, the crack riders and even some of the original horses were on hand to celebrate one of Australia’s favourite films at the Cattlemen’s Get-Together in January.

MCAV members reported a record 4500 people turned out to the McCormack family’s property “Buttercup” at Merrijig, near Mansfield, and cited the proximity to Melbourne as one reason for such a large crowd.

Two of the other reasons were ‘Jim’ and ‘Jess’ – Tom Burlinson and Sigrid Thornton, the stars of the film The Man From Snowy River, which was shot in the nearby mountains in the early 1980s. 

Organisers brought together the people involved in the films which included many local cattlemen as extras and crack riders.

One organiser, Charlie Lovick, had a small part in the film and also claims the honour of teaching Tom Burlinson to ride. 

The Cattlemen’s Get-Together celebrates the heritage and history of grazing in the high country and was originally set up for cattlemen from the different grazing areas to meet and discuss common issues. 

The event has continued despite the State government banning cattle from alpine national parks. 
Behind the scenes, MCAV president Christa Treasure, Glenaladale, spoke to politicians regarding issues still affecting to the mountain graziers like the ‘unworkable invisible boundaries between grazeable areas and alpine national parks’. 

The political turn-up included Gippsland MP Philip Davis and member for Narracan, Gary Blackwood, as well as Northern Victorian members Bill Sykes, Benalla, Donna Petrovitch and Wendy Lovell, plus members for Kew and Benalla, Andrew McIntosh and Bill Tilley, respectively.
The feature packhorse race where the old skills of being able to quickly pack gear in pack saddles and trot a course was again won comfortably by Graeme Forge of Oxley. 
Bush poetry is also a major drawcard at the Get-Together and the finals are well worth a listen. 
This year Sigrid Thornton was one of the four judges for the finals and she also presented the awards. 
The Don Kneebone section for original poetry was won by Val Kirley of Mansfield with a poem called ‘The Maharaja’ while the Poet Laureate went to Zita Heywood of Everton with ‘Old Rusty’.
Gippsland’s poets fared well with the junior winner Kate Crombie of Metung reciting ‘The Rocky Plain Ranger’ and Stratford’s well known man of verse, Dennis Carstairs, winning the Bush Minstrel award with ‘Wally Ryder’.

The Mountain Cattlemen’s Cup is the absolute feature of the weekend and is always a hotly contested event. 
Maffra’s Lincoln Adams was vying for his fourth win in a row but unfortunately by the end of the weekend had to be content with second.

He was beaten to the finish line by bush racer and long-time friend Neil Waite.

Lincoln’s record now stands at nine starts for four wins and five seconds.

The overall prize was calculated over three events, an obstacle course, a cattle working section and the race.

To add insult to injury, there was just one point between Lincoln and Neil with first overall also going to Neil.
