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Ever since European settlemetiie Mountain Cattlemen who ran their cattle in the
Victorian High Country have been strong advocates of fuel reduction as one vital
management tool to reduce the impact of wildfire and encourage diversity and sustaine
of nativeflora and fauna.
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the land is different from the management of visitors where most of the Parks Victoria
budgetappears to ballocated.
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THE LINBBETWEEN CATTRRAZING AND FUREEDUCTION TNHE
GRAZING ZONES OF THE HIGH COUNTRY

Ever since European settlement, the Mountain Cattlemen who ran their cattle in the
Victorian High Country have been strong advocates of fuel reduction as one vital
management tool to reduce the impact of wildfire and encourage diversity and sustainability
of native flora and fauna.

The well documented devastating environmental outcomes for the high country as a result
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LIS NXK YAEGRade 774 2009afore conservation values are restored.

Never in 170 years of continuous alpine grazing has low intensity grazing caused the level of

impact to conservation values as that caused by poor public land management witnessed
since the creation of the AlpinNational Park.
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Victoria, the most firgorone state in the world. Low intensity, controlled cattle grazing is
one of the management tde available to public land managers.

Arbitrary exclusion of an important fire management tool that comes at no cost to the fire
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public land managers in Victoria.

Early Beneficial Management of the Environment

When the cattlemen first came to the High Plains after 1835, they followed on from the
ancient fire practices of the Aborigines and lit cool fires in the autumn after mustering.

It is widely accepted that Aborigines lit regular fires when they leftdigh Countryafter

the summer moth season. These fires, plus those created naturally from lightning strikes,
meant the land experienced continual fires, but at low intensity, beeahe fuel was

burned regularly. This meant that even on the sensitive snow grass plains and in the
Mountain and Alpine Ash, where hot fires cause extreme damage, deleterious
environmental impact rarely occurred.

In the early days the country was siamito open parkland and this is confirmed by reports
from the early explorers and settlers, writing, painting then later photographing the
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observed fires were aliglthroughout the country, particularly in autumn but also in other
seasons.

1 ABC 774 Fuel Reduction Forum, comments by Kevin Tolhurst 23 November 2009

2 Comment by Judge Leonard Stretton at the 1939 Royal Commission

® Personal communication from Andrew Graystone, Parks Victoria Manager, Fire and Emergency
Services November 72000 to Max Rheese Victorian Lands Alliance



Extract from Williaml 2 @ SIbuin@l-d.ake George to Port Phillip824.

GThe pain | before spoke of | think issme extenbut the grass has not been
burned and appears browand dry. In every direction the grass is on fire, and by
what we can see by their signals one to the other, by their different fires, the trees
which have been barkednd occasionally coming across their tracks, | think they
(the Hacks) must be very nUnNE devel§ unknown)

Over the early years the cattlemen continued with the Aboriginal fire regimes and kept the
grass trimmed down on their selections and very importantly on their runs. Grazing cattle

did this in the higher altitudes and the cattlemen concentrated their mgran the lower
scrubbier sections of their runs. The grazed grass lands therefore remained short and green
throughout the summer and the cool fires reduced fuel loads and kept the land as open as
they had found it left by the Aborigines. This in turdueed the intensity of inevitable

wildfires which cattlemen knew had the potential to threaten the grasslands with hot
damaging fire events if fuel loads were not well controlled.

Howitt (1891) observed the changes that occurred after European settleaigbippsland:
The influence of settlement upon forests has not been confined to lands devoted to
agriculture. From the day the first pioneers drove their herds down the mountains
any cause which would lessen the force of annual fires would alter thadeabf
nature, and thus produce new and unexpected results. The annual crop of grass was
burnt off by aborigines, this tended to keep forests open and prevent open country
from being overgrown. Sheep and cattle lessened the annual crop, and settlers
(protected) their improvements. The valley of the Snowy River and the mountains
were in many parts clothed with grass and but a few large scattered trees. After
some years of occupation whole tracts of country became overgrown by forest and
arborescent shrubg.he Black Thursday fires of 1851 followed from and reinforced
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ignored for some years by thattlemen who knew the directive was not sound
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gradually ceasethe practice. Many abandoned their runs as the lagidi O NH#aL@&ES R y R
becameimpractical overgrownand dangerous.

Those who lived and worked the High Countripavealwaysknown that undetthodernQ
managemeni{which be@n arguably in 1920someareasbecame usuited to evercool
burning becauséhey hadincreasing fueloads. Hot fires in those areas would destroy the
environment. In the absence of the Aborigs, thecattlemenknew the answer was grazing.

Theareasnot particularlysuited tocool burningunder modern management includeost of
the highersnowgrass plainand the Mountainand AlpineAsh country Wherethose areas
were grazednowever, they enjoyedreduced fuel loadsin the event of a wildfire As
outlined earlier before settlement, thesehighersensitive areas were burnt regularly, but
mostly onlywith coolfires.

Now that the lower areas do ndtave regularcool burns (as theAborigines carried out, or
weredone by naturg the higher areas need interagon management of fuellt isneeded
because hot wild fire from the lower altitudes in the middle of summer will carry across the
upper level grasslandbat are not grazedwith disastrousnvironmental results



After 1920,the buildup of fuebegan especiallyin the non grazed areas of the High Coyn
The lack of patchwork burning and cattle grazimgant that vegetation grew unchecked and
gradually choked theofestswith scrubby understory which shaded out the grassed
changed theriablelandscape anénvironment forever.Wildfires, which still occurred
regularly, increased in intensity, causing increased environmental damage because they
were too hot.

Grazing and~uel Reduction

Some thousands of years gdgbe mega fauna became extingt Australia so altering the
fauna/flora/fire balance.We are unable taeturn mega faunaut some eminent people in
this field have raised the possibilityat cattle could be a goosurrogate.

Grasslandhat isnot grazedby cattle quicklybecomes long and rank. The gréssns mats

of dead materialvhich is highly inflammablelt has beerobservel that on manyof the
ungrazed parts of théligh Plains, grass mats encourage erosion when there is rain which
makes deep runnels undené dead grass canopy while itdsaining away.

It is instructive that in latsummer, on the forest roadsides, where the grass is short and
green, kangaroos, wallabies and wombats can be found, chancing theigdifiest fast
driven vehiclestather than further back on the unpalatable grassland where it isrdafe
them.

Caption This photo was takeim Kosciuskaational park where grazing had been prevented for more than 20
years at that time. Thenow grasss long and matted and rotting. A wildfire would cause extreme environmental
damage to the land Grass mats of dead material aa@oided by grazing animals because they know all the
protein has leeched away.
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Caption The phots aboveweretaken of WatctBed Greek in the North Bogongs after the 2003 Alpine fires.
The North Bogongs were closed to grazing in the early 1990t the utter deastdion of the areaExperienced
cattlemen saythat if the area hadstill beengrazed, the effectio WatchBed Creekould have been minimal.




Caption: Nuniong Plateau PhotoCommins family The fenced plofungrazed)Jdemonstrates that grazing
reduces fuel loadsThevisual evidences indisputable. These plots are very important and different to the
BogongHigh Plainglots. The Nunniong plots are fenced with netting thus preventing graamgbbitsand
hares. Thevarioustrial plotsonthe Bogong over the years have only betenced with wire ® exclude cattle but
not other grazing animalsTherefore for many yeardy¢ MCA\has questionethe veracityof the Bogongrial
work.

Areas in the High Counttigat weregrazed by cattle over summezuntil 2005remained
shortandgreen. It is documented and has been photographéuhat Alpine wildfiresn
2003, 2006 an@009were reducedin their intensity or actuallyvent outwhen theyreached
grazed areasSomescientistswith a personalnterest arguedagainsttheseactualfactsafter
the 2003 firego achieve theilmimwhich was to remove all grazing.
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Caption: South Bogong Hi@tains- these 2 photos clearly demonstrate how the 2003 alpine fires went out when
the fire reached the grazeMpinegrassland(Simon Turner photo)

Caption: Apine fires 2003. South Bogonghis photo clearly demonstrates how the fire only burinetie lower
forest andin thefencednon grazedyrassyarea. The fenceplot which had excluded cattle for ten yedss
burned,the fireclearlystopped at the fencandthe grazed area is not burne@Simon Turner photo)






























