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'Gathering of the Cracks'
at the 2009 MCAV Get-Together,
9-11 January, Merrijig
All aspects of the 2009 annual Get-Together are coming together and the event will showcase a fantastic program with a number of new and exciting events.
 The most exciting part will be the reunion of the Man from Snowy River cracks, cast and crew. 
At the 2009 Get-Together the cracks, cast and crew will reunite for the first time since the making of the movies, including the main characters, Jim and Jessica – played by Tom Burlinson and Sigrid Thornton. 
"All cast and crew who were involved in the movies are jumping out of their skin to take part in the Gathering of the Cracks,” co-organiser Charlie Lovick said. “We are very enthusiastic here in Merrijig to host everyone and hopefully even get a few of them back in the saddle!" 
 MCAV G2G High Country Wood chop challenge
This year’s wood chop event is in the sights of many of Australia's finest woodchoppers, with contestants travelling from near and far to take part in the challenge. Organisers hope to start and maintain an event on the calendar for all major woodchop contestants around Australia, as well as entertain and educate the audience on such an exciting Australian sport. 
Mountain Bred Horse Sale 
(A touch of Timor pony – three-parts Thoroughbred at least)
The Mansfield branch will hold a Mountain Bred Horse Sale at the 2009 Get-Together. The idea is that those invited to sell horses should be either Mountain Cattlemen and their families, bona-fide connections or Mountain Horsemen referred by Mountain Cattlemen, and could include Trail ride operators with traditional connections to the High Country etc.
The organisers would like to have a broad range of horses for sale, from good old ‘tried and true blue’ bush horses, genuine kids’ ponies, some true bush brumbies to stock and working horses. All horses must be vouched for in regards to their ability temperament and soundness. Proceeds will be split with 10% of the sale price going to the MCAV and 90% to the horse owner. 
For details ring Charlie Lovick,
0449 775 519.
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Raffle

A raffle has been organised with 100% of sales donated to the MCAV.  The raffle will be drawn at the Get-Together just prior to the Cattlemen’s Cup on Sunday.  Tickets for this raffle will be sent to members as well as sold at the Get-Together, so everyone is encouraged to dig deep and purchase plenty of tickets.  The prizes have all been donated and include:

1st Prize - Trip for 2 to Thailand for 8 days Air and Accom’ value $3000
2nd Prize - Thoroughbred stallion service   Castleburn Luskin Aus ID 529170 value $2000
3rd Prize - Nilex water tank value $1250
4th Prize - Fridge – Fisher and Paykel
5th Prize - Television – Fisher and Paykel
6th Prize -  Fuel voucher $250 - Caltex 
Tickets are $5 each.
The raffle is a fantastic opportunity for the MCAV to raise a substantial amount of money and has only been made possible by the hard work and dedication from John Dowdle. He has single-handedly sourced 95% of the prizes and managed to get them donated to the association at no cost. Also a big thank you to McLeod House Printing, Bairnsdale, for printing the tickets at no cost, what a wonderful show of support. Let’s   hope this raffle, and many more to come, will be successful.
MCAV on Facebook!
Check out the listing of the MCAV Get-Together as an event on facebook – all facebook members should send out an invitation to their friends and spread the word.
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Cattle on Bald Hill on the way down in to Wonnangatta, during the 2006 protest.

President’s note
Opening of the Bluff Hut.

16th of November, 2008

How historic it is that we are gathered here at Bluff Hut.  The rebuilding of this hut after the devastating 06/07 fires is a testament of the connection not only the Cattlemen have with this country but the many others who have helped in some way.

We Australians adore our culture and heritage.  And future generations will be more passionate about our history - think of the increasing number of our young people who make the pilgrimage to Gallipoli for ANZAC Day and each November for Armistice Day.  We have a duty to tell our history.  It is unique.

I understand why the Stoneys led this rebuild.  Huts are the integral base, core of the operation, and part of the Cattlemen’s family spirit.  
They discuss strategies for mustering; the elders remembering in past similar seasons where the straggler cattle were found.  Handing on information of the springs and soaks that never dried up in a dry season; where a musterer was most likely to find the last little mobs at the end of the grazing season.

In the hut they would enjoy and welcome strangers who also had an affinity with our bush.  These people from other walks of life would marvel at the Stoney family’s ability to muster cattle in the bush wilderness.  
Up where the Cattlemen felt totally at ease, their skills and knowledge second to none.

Mustering is not easy, once you start, it has to be finished at a certain time with military precision or cows starve, become weak and refuse to travel the steep tracks down to winter pasture.  And you can’t always pick the weather as most of you know.

The original hut’s materials were brought here by difficult means – on the backs of men and boys and on pack horses.

Cattlemen are a living history. At our recent AGM we decided to commemorate this history by having a plaque placed in each grazing run area with all the names of all the previous run holders and the dates they managed their area.  We can do this in collaboration with Parks and DSE and do it we will.

It will give Australians more knowledge of our history and allow them to understand the heritage and tradition of the families who live and work in these bush and mountain areas. 
Our forbears were hard working. They produced for the community while cutting out a living for their families.  Mountain Cattlemen are still producing beef, a clean green beef, with no irrigation - nor fertilisers.
We owe it to future generations to put our history out there, where those future generations walk, where they can feel the stinging bitter cold wind, enjoy the sunny north slopes, as people have here for nearly two centuries.

Management of the Alps is always foremost in a Cattlemen’s thoughts.  Had grazing been used more as a management tool in conjunction with prescribed burning the feral fires of  recent times would not have been so disastrous.  The recent fires have been a sad lesson of mismanagement.  
With this mismanagement, we have changed the Alps, probably for forever. 
Shame on Victoria’s lack of proper management of our environment. 
Our elders told us for decades it would be a holocaust from the time we, the Cattlemen, were stopped from strategically burning the bush, it was obvious. This Hut is evidence that we can all work together, congratulations to the Stoneys - it is wonderful that is has been rebuilt.
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Merchandise all go

The merchandise contingent is still taking port orders for the 2009 Get-Together. Please see the flyer below/enclosed. 

  The team also has plans to extend the clothing range and attend a number of events to keep the MCAV logo in the public eye. 

  The merchandise set includes Erica Kirk, 03 5752 1021 and Susan Noble, 03 5145 4306 or merchandise@mcav.com.au.

If anyone has any ideas, queries, orders or offers of assistance, please make yourself known to Erica or Susan.
MCAV NUMBERPLATES

are available through the MCAV.

They feature the MCAV logo, 
 a yellow background and green writing  XXX-MCA

Contact Melissa Joiner

03 5147 1933

Cost: $250 each
MCAV CONTACT DETAILS:

President: Christa Treasure
    T: 03 5157 6367 
     F: 03 5157 6368

     E: president@mcav.com.au 

Secretary: Fiona Treasure 

     T: 03 5199 2586

      A: PO Box 283, Rosedale, 3850
      E: secretary@mcav.com.au
Treasurer: Anne Faithfull 
                        T: 5159 9243
                        E: treasurer@mcav.com.au  
DON’T FORGET!

The Mountain Cattlemen’s 

Get-Together 2009 

January 9, 10, 11

At “Buttercup” near Mansfield

Contact Bruce McCormack 

0427 752 886

or check out the MCAV website:

www.mcav.com.au
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2009 Advance port order request
Orders are being taken for the 2009 port crocks. Limited quantities of “Old Cattlemen’s Port” will be purchased by the MCAV. 

The cost per crock is $38.The crocks make a great collector’s item and the port is vintage, bottled and wax sealed at St Annes Vineyard.

Orders can be collected and paid for at the Get-Together or can be sent via Australia Post at an additional cost of $10 per unit. Orders dispatched via post will require payment at the time of ordering.

Crocks ordered, and nominated for collection, that remain unclaimed after midday on the Sunday of the Get-Together will be returned to stock and offered for sale.

Please note, the port will not be available until the 2009 Get-Together.

(---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ORDER FORM

To:
Susan Noble


578 Boisdale-Valencia Creek Road 


Maffra Vic 3860  

Please tick appropriate box:-

Quantity required @ $38 per unit (
( I will collect and pay for my port at the 2009 Get-Together
( I am unable to attend the Get-Together and enclose $__________ including postage. My address is _____________________________________
Name:_____________________________
contact number _____________
Sign up and stay on board…!
Pay your subscription before the end of the year and get a $10 discount at the Merchandise Tent!
Simply cut this entire page off the newsletter and send it with your payment to the treasurer. Then pick up your stamped form from the secretary’s office at the Get-Together to gain your discount. Email recipients - please print out this page and fill in your details (including your address) before mailing to the treasurer. (This is to ensure multiple copies aren’t made and presented at the tent.) 
 MEMBERS: $220 (GST inc.) – first 100 head, each additional beast is $3.30.
ASSOCIATES: single $30 and family $40. Subs total: $________   

Names of family members included in this subscription:

Please send this form to treasurer Anne Faithfull: PO Box 43, Benambra, 3900
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
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TO: 


ph 03 5145 4306 or


	email � HYPERLINK "mailto:merchandise@mcav.com.au" ��merchandise@mcav.com.au� 








Christa Treasure -


MCAV president








